
Finchale Partnership event – 30 June 
 

The Partnership’s Building our Community Group proposed a Partnership event, to bring the people 

of our 7 parishes together.  We are lucky to have Ushaw within the boundaries of the parish.  With 

so much Catholic history, and excellent facilities, it’s a great place to hold large events and they 

always make us very welcome. 

Representatives from all our parishes met several times to plan the event.  We wanted a mixture of 

prayer and socialising, with plenty to do for everyone, whether people came along with families or 

to spend some time exploring the house and grounds. 

Organising the event was not easy.  The main challenge was that so much was unknown – we had no 

idea how many people might come, and that affected everything from plans for parking, how many 

service sheets to print and how many volunteers we needed to welcome people and supervise 

activities. 

We took the decision to make the Mass at Ushaw the main Partnership Mass for the weekend.  So 4 

of the usual Sunday morning Masses were cancelled, although we made sure that Mass was still 

available on Saturday evening, early Sunday morning and Sunday evening, so that those who 

couldn’t join us at Ushaw were still able to get to Mass. 

Before the event, a huge amount of work was done, liaising with primary and secondary schools, co-

ordinating the choirs from many of our parishes, preparing a treasure trail for children and a prayer 

trail for adults, and carrying out a health & safety risk assessment. 

Communication before the event included posters, bulletin items, advance copies of the leaflet for 

the day, advertising on the Partnership Facebook page, and sign up sheets for those needing 

transport to Ushaw.  

Some of the highlights of the day: 

 about 400 people attended 

 a group met to cycle to Ushaw from the centre of Durham 

 Mass in St. Cuthbert’s Chapel was concelebrated by 9 priests, the music was led by a joint 

choir from across our parishes, and people told us there was ‘a wonderful atmosphere’, ‘a 

real sense of occasion’ 

 the young people from St. Leonard’s school organised games and activities on the fields 

 there was a schools’ choirs festival 

 the volunteers at Ushaw gave guided tours, including the ‘Hidden Ushaw’ tour 

 people brought picnics and sat out in the gardens or in the refectory  

 there was a Memory Café for those suffering from dementia and their carers 

 the day finished with a quiet prayer service in the chapel. 

 

 

  



 

              

             

                        

 

          


